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Theodore D &
Year 1:
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Year 2
Ffion & RO
Year 3:
Tilly & Se
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Year 5
Lael & Ann
Year 6 :
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https://www.instagram.com/cchtfederation/
https://www.instagram.com/christchurchschoolkitchen/
https://www.instagram.com/cchtfederation/
https://www.instagram.com/christchurchschoolkitchen/
https://ccht.rbkc.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Spanish-week.pdf
https://ccht.rbkc.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/CCHT-Whole-School-Food-Policy-February-2025.pdf
https://ccht.rbkc.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/CHRIST-CHURCH-Key-Dates-for-your-Diary-Spring-2025-FINAL.pdf
https://ccht.rbkc.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/CCHT-Term-dates-2024-5-.pdf
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Celebratlng another
200th: Art and Faith
this Lent

In the same year that St Luke's was
consecrated, further east another new
institution - no less significant in London's
history - was being established.

1823 gaw the purchase by the nation of a cobection of
pairtings bekonging ko the financier and collactor John
Julius Angerstesn_ This group of mainly italian works.
including Sebastiano del Pombo's The Rasing of
Lazanis, formed the beginnings of The Mational Gallery —
opened in May 1624 at 100 Pall Mall where i resided
untd the congbruction of its Trafalger Square home in
1838. Unlike the nationalisation of royal and princely
collections in Florence (the Utizi) or the Bavarian royal
coliection in Murech (e Ae Pinakothes), The Mational
Gallery sought io establish a truly national collection that
was available 1o all for free — a magniicent objective
sustained 1o this day. As the Galery celabrales fis
becentenary with us, it seemed like & good time 1o shape
our Lent counse around some of its greatest paintings
and to use s rch collection to help us think more deeply
abaut our own faith.

We might reasonably ask what art has to do with
Christian taith? After &l the Second Commandment (s
very clear that no human handiwork can make
representation of God and, indeed, theoughout Cheistian
history there have been those who have otgecied
strangly i Christian art in churches on this basis — think

q‘ *im

of the whitewashing and damage to slaluary and visual
art during the Protestant resgn of King Edward VI
(1547-53), for example.

One thecioglan who explored this question helpfully is
Gregory of Palamas, a Byzanting theologian and
archbishop of the tourtzenth cantury. He defended the
use of imagery. and leons in panticular, by drawing a
distinction between God's essence and hs ‘enengies’.
While God's essence is unknowsble and
incomprehensible 1o humens, he argued that God's
energees, of achons, afe reveakd 10 us in creation and
made supremety visible 1o us in the Incamation of God in
Jesus Christ. Thus, Christian art and icons are not
represenations of God's essence (thus subject to the
pudgment of the Second Commandment) and they ane
cerainly not be 1o be worshipped. Rather, they ane
windows into the divine energles which, beyond the
Sacraments, reassure us that we are always sumounded
by 1he heavenly company and the deeper reaity of God's
sustaining presence in Christ Painting, lcons, woodwork,
beautiful vestments and, by extension, our choral music
are &l ways in which, by God's grace, we are ransported
ity thee forecouns of Heaven itsalf.

Our celebration and indeed patronage of Chrisian an ks
&l the more important in our own highty visual age (think
of Instagram and TTok) — it ks nothing less than
& means by which God's beeuty and goodness are made
wigible. The Matonal Gallery has embraced the role of
taith i itz own collection impressively sinca Ned
MecGregor was fts director at the tum of the century and,
even if you cant join us on one of our tours in Lent, bry
and find half an hour this spring to it in front of one the
collection's greatest works of Christian art. May it be for
you a window inbo Heaven fsalf.

FR DANIEL INMAN

Use this link fa wiew The Raising of Lazanus' Painting:
FittpsSrmpur. comi2dimiosar



https://amzn.eu./8EJTD8E
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/christchurchschchelsea
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/christchurchschchelsea
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Crazy hair day

Wear your grown up’s clothes

Animal accessories

Free costume for the party!
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Mrs Wordsmith
(hungry or thirsty)



https://vimeo.com/1056358098/d8e837d918?share=copy
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