Christ Church and Holy Trinity

Remembrance Day Collective Worship

Tuesday 11" November 2025

10:15 at Holy Trinity Church CHELSEA

Welcome from Father Michael

World War I ended at 11 o’clock on 11" November 1918. The following year King George
proposed the idea of a 2 minute silence to commemorate all those who had lost their lives to
the war. This became known as Armistice Day. After the Second World War the name
changed to Remembrance Day and became a day to remember those who died in any war, not
just World War L. It is also a time for us to remember those who have been killed or injured
in more recent wars and conflicts.

Poppies

Since Remembrance Day began, poppies have been used as a symbol to remember soldiers
who lost their lives at war. This is because poppies started to grow in some of the fields
where the battles were fought, and still grow their today.

In Flanders Fields by John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders Fields

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.




Poppies are sold by volunteers from the Royal British Legion and the money raised goes to
soldiers who fought in the wars and are still alive today, or to the families who have lost close
relatives in recent wars.

Normally people wear poppies on the left so that it is close to their
heart.

The leaf should be positioned at 11 o’clock to represent the 111
hour of the 11" day of the 11" month.

Some people say that the red represents the blood of the fallen
soldiers and all those who have lost their lives.

The black centre represents the mourning and sadness of those who
have lost loved ones.

The green leaf represents the grass and crops growing and the
prosperity and hope for the future.

People wear white Black poppies remind us that people  Purple poppies remind us of
poppies to show that from all backgrounds and ethnicities  the animals that have helped
they promote peace. have bravely protected other people.  to protect people in war.

We hope you will remember the bravery of all the people who fought hard to protect their
country, to protect their loved ones at home from the dangers of war and to protect future
generations.

A minute of silence and the Last Post

Prayer from Father Baxter




